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Hello, Fellow SKMHTA Members! 

     Well, itôs hard to believe this year is nearly over!  Our club accomplished so much this 
past year, and we had a lot of fun getting things done! 

We started off the year with our booth at Midwest Horse Fair, and we not only gained        
recognition for our club, but we also gained many new members. Our Treasure Hunt, with its 
ñfamous horsesò theme, was our first trail event of the year, and it was well-received. 

The largest project our group has ever undertakenðelectrifying campsites at Horseriders 
Campground---was completed in time for the Memorial Day holiday weekend, including all of 
the site restoration! We received so much great feedback and appreciation about this project! 

Our Fun Show drew riders from as far as Mount Prospect and Hinsdale in Illinois, as well as 
Beloit, Madison and many other Wisconsin communities, and we continued to help develop 
future equestrians. Complementary to the DNRôs improvements at the Eagle Highway S  
trailhead, we cleaned and cleared trails there, as well as at Highway Z. Thanks to the      
dedication and persistence of our trail coordinators and members-at-large, the new         
color-coded trail signage is almost completely installed. 

The Lake County Mounted Posse, which has been incredibly supportive of our projects, 
hosted a cookout for us, and we look forward to continuing a great relationship with them. 

Our last trail-based event was a cookout and group ride at Horseriders Campground, and it 
included free saddle fittings---all of which drew a good crowd. Then, we wrapped up the year 
with our fun and festive annual Holiday Gala and silent auction. 

Whew! Thatôs a LOT for a small group like ours, and we all should be very proud of our     
accomplishments! 

Our annual meeting will be held at DNR headquarters in Eagle on Sunday, January 15, 
2012, from 10 am to noon. Coffee will be available at about 9:30 a.m., and Paul Sandgren, 
Southern Kettle Moraine Forest Supervisor, will give us an update on the Master Plan. Weôll 
also have our annual election of officers. 

I am proud to have served as your president these past three years, and I am so pleased at 
how much we have accomplished. I was blessed to meet a lot of new friends.  I look forward 
to continuing as an active member of the group, and I wish all of you the best and brightest of 
holidays! See you in 2012! 

A Note From Annette  



 

 LCMP Celebrates Campsite Improvements with SKMHTA  

 (Excerpted from the September 9, 2011 Jefferson 

County Advertiser; story by Rae Miller; photo by Lake 
County Mounted Posse) 

Officers of Lake County Mounted Posse and Southern 

Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association, along with an 

estimated 50 riders from both groups, celebrate trail and 

campsite improvements at Horseriders Campground, 

Palmyra. Pete Jackson, Wadsworth, Ill., LCMP president; 

and Annette Mayfield, Eagle, SKMHTA president; hold 

the cake commemorating the two groupsô efforts. Others, 

from left, are Michele Kryszak, Brighton, LCMP board 

member; Gary Press, Eagle; Vickie Wancho,             

Lindenhurst, Ill., LCMP treasurer; Sue Press, Eagle, 

SKMHTA treasurer; Betsy Faitz, Wildwood, Ill., LCMP 

secretary; Bill Mayfield, Eagle; Deborah Davis, Eagle, 

SKMHTA vice president; Rae Miller, Palmyra, SKMHTA 

secretary; and Bob Michaels, Franklin, SKMHTA trail 

coordinator. 
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(Excerpted from the October 21, 2011 Jefferson County Advertiser 

and Palmyra-Eagle Enterprise; story  and photo by Rae Miller) 

Gail Seasor, left, Madison, presents a donation from Midwest 

TrailGaiters to Sue Press, Eagle, treasurer of Southern Kettle 

Moraine Horse Trail Association; to support its trail and 

campground projects. 

(Excerpted from the October 21, 2011 Jefferson County          

Advertiser and Palmyra-Eagle Enterprise; story by Rae Miller) 

 

The Oct. 22 event at Horseriders Campground included a saddle-

fitting seminar and potluck supper. A dozen or more riders joined 

a group trail ride, while at least eight riders brought their horses 

for Julie Cyraôs analysis and suggestions for improving saddle fit. 

Cyra brought several saddles from her West 20 Ranch and     

Saddle Co. inventory. Sloppy Joes, prepared by Annette Husske, 

Eagle; and Margaret Michaels, Franklin; surrounded by SKMHTA 

membersô side dishes and desserts, drew an estimated 40 people 

to the pavilion and then to the firepit for warmth and storytelling. 

Sunny Weather, Campfire Add 

Warmth to October Outing  

 Thank You to Midwest TrailGaiters  



(Excerpted from the November 2011 Wisconsin Horsemenôs News. Story by Rae Miller; photos by Annette Mayfield) 

 

Favorable weather, trail riding, horse-drawn wagon rides, music, prizes and fantastic food added up to a festive day at 

Horseriders Campground, where Southern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association staged its Pig Roast and           

Celebration Ride. More than 100 people were served at the organizationôs second pig roast, catered by the Suhm  

family, owners of Suhmerôs Saloon and Restaurant, Eagle. 

Volunteers included Pat Nelson, Harvard, Ill.; and Barb Laho, Villa Park, Ill.; who made many of the items donated for 

prizes. Others were donated by businesses and individuals and awarded in a drawing with the help of Pete Jackson, 

Wadsworth, Ill.; Amy Brienen, Kenosha; and Pauline Stollenwerk, Eagle; who also brought her horse-drawn carriage, 

offering rides for a donation. 

Servers were Gary Press, Eagle; Beth Schroeder, Dousman; Ken and Julie Carpenter, Fort Atkinson; Bob Michaels, 

Franklin; and the Suhms.  Proceeds from the Sept. 10 event enabled the organization to complete payment for   

campsite electrification and to pursue other campground and trail improvement projects. 
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Campground Festivities Include Pig Roast, Riding, Prizes  
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Donôt forget to join us at our Annual Meeting January 15, 2012 from 10 a.m. to noon at 
DNR Headquarters in Eagle. We will be electing our Board of Directors for 2012 , so this 
is your chance to rock the vote!  

 

Annual Meeting  

Survey Results  

Weôve conducted a couple of surveys on our 
website this year. One, to see the level of      
interest in competitive trail obstacles and the 
other, to understand what type of events the 
club should consider hosting next season.    
Here are the results:  

ñAre you interested in participating in  
competitive trail events (with judged 
trail obstacles)?ò  

 YES 85%   N0 15% (27 responses) 

      ñIn what type of events are you         

interested in participating?ò              

  (23 responses; multiple answers allowed) 

  Competitive Mounted Orienteering  10% 

  Organized group/guided rides          70% 

  Treasure Hunt            45%                         

  Clinics           50% 

  Mounted shooting                             20% 

  Other                               45% 

 Suggestions included tack/rummage 

sale; fun shows /rodeos; saddle fitting      

clinics; and ranch/cow horse events. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

(Story by Rae Miller; photos by Rae Miller and Gary Press)  

Southern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association launched seasonal festivities at its recent Third Annual Holiday Gala at 

Heaven City Restaurant, Mukwonago. The historic restaurant, built in 1917 as an Arts & Crafts Prairie Design summer home 

and later a getaway for Chicago underworld types, was the setting for 29 SKMHTA members and friends to enjoy drinks,     

dinner, camaraderie and a silent auction.      

 

 

 

SKMHTA Launches Holidays with Gala Gathering  
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